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FORT LEATON
Pregidio, Presidio County, Texas.

y caidio. Manf
Pregent “waner: The County of Presidio, Marfa, Texas.

Date of ¥rection: Approximsately 1848
Arcnitect: Unlnown
Builder: Sen Lenton

Precent Condition: Fair; oortions have been restored nnd rebuilt
within the last two or three years,

Number of gtories: One

Materials of Construction: Adobe, plaster, cotitonwood, cypress ond
tile,

, Anril 12, 1931.

tiie Mericon Border?™ Texas Jentennial
igsue, ecited by Jack shioman, kiarfa, Texas.

Additional Data:

Tort Leaton ie situated on the banks of the Rio Grande
River aporoximately three miles dowm stream from the town of Presidio.
The present bullding stands on the site of a Spanish Miszsien, the
exact date of erection is not certain, but supposﬁé%ly grected in
1684, A1l old 3panish records reler to it as Fortin de dan Jose.
This is the spproximate site of Wission del Apostol Bantiago, one
of nine missions established in the Big Send by Father Fray dicolss
Lovaes, Q.70 and Don Juan Doincuer do slendoza, 1623%-27, mointained
by Franclscan missionaries for eivilizing of the Nmano, Julimes and
other Indians.

The adote walls of Fort Leston mewsure from 18" to 427
in thickness; the adobe block construction is nov oxposed, bul at
one time the exterior was plastered and coasted with 2 dirty whitewssh.
Floors of quite a number of the rroms are native tile, which is
nothing more than a very hard adobe; color is a szlmnon pink. Lintelg
over opnenings are hand adzed, sgusre cypress timbers. Hool is con-
structed of round logs, probably cottonwood, 4" to 7" in diameter,
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spaced 187 to 18" anart, with 2 to 4" split sanlings laild
close togzether, spanning from one round joist to the other.
In zome cases these split sanlings, eollied waddles, apan

two unita. e grplings are then covered over 7ith nalm
leaves or tal, thoen covered with a2dobe mud. ndn of
waddles ispy direction is changed slismtly, vciving the
ceiling a nerring bone effect. doof iz druined by mesns of
scuprers thru narspet walls, drsining in hsl?d rounded, open,

wooden loskouts. Doors, gilles, e3c. of cypressz; shutters
naneled.

The plan includes thirty seven rooms, most of
which are sti:nding todsy. The nunbers referrsd _to on the
scegnpanying photograons correspond to the n : slven
the rooms on the drawings of the Hils. :
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Date: Tfovember 18, 1206.
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